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Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street SW 
Washington, DC 20554 

Dear FCC Chairman Michael Powell, 

I am writing to urge you to strength_>-not repeal, tt few remaining 
rules that preventnear toLa?GE%ntrat,ion of owners1 .$in the 
clutches of a few corporations. The current domination of the radio, 
broadcast and newspaper industries by a handful of companies is 
already damaging our democracy. Already dramatically loosened over 
the past decade, ownership restrictions that, for example, keep a 
single television network from owning stations that broadcast to more 
than 35 percent of the nation's homes or a single company from owning 
more than eight radio stations in the same market, are crucially 
important if we are to protect our nation from the very real dangers 
of media monopolies. 

As America's Founding Fathers understood, a free, diverse and vigorous 
press is a necessary bedrock foundation for a functioning democracy. 
In  recent decades, however, responsible news coverage and the 
presentation of a broad range of political views have become 
increasingly threatened. Corporate chains now control nearly all radio 
and television stations. Massive budget cutbacks for news departments, 
the dumbing-down of political coverage, and even dangerous demagoguery 
have become the norm in America's mainstream media. 

Those private interests who support gutting the FCC's media ownership 
regulations point to new media avenues like cable television and the 
Internet. Here, too, however, we find the same handful of familiar 
names dominating what information the vast majority of Americans 
receive on a daily basis. The massive telecommunications lobby defends 
repeal of ownership regulations as a source of new business 
"efficiencies," yet it is the FCC's responsibility to defend the 
rights of consumers not corporations. 

A5 part of your 90-day comment period, 1 am asking you to stand up for 
the free marketplace of ideas supported by a free, diverse and 
independent press by supporting and strengthening current limits on 
media ownership consolidation. 

I also want to urge you in the strongest way to reach out to ordinary 
citizens to hear their views, rather than to the well-paid lobbyists 
of those who stand to benefit financially from changing the FCC's 
rules. 

I look forward to hearing where you stand on this important issue 



d 



Q - Z < 3  DOCKET FILE COPY ORIGINAL 

: i' 

c > u 



Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street SW 
Washington, DC 20554 

Dear FCC ('hairman Michael Powell, 

I am writing to urge you to strengthen, not repeal, the few remaining 
rules that prevent near total concentration of ownership in the 
clutches of a few corporations. The current domination of the radio, 
broadcast and newspaper industries by a handful of companies is 
already damaging our democracy. Already dramatically loosened over 
the past decade, ownership restrictions that, for example, keep a 
single television network from owning stations that broadcast to more 
than 35 percent of the nation's homes or a single company from owning 
more than sight radio stations in the same market, are crucially 
important if we are to protect our nation from the very real dangers 
of media n:onopolies. 

As America's Founding Fathers understood, a free, diverse and vigorous 
press is a necessary bedrock foundation for a functioning democracy. 
In recent decades, however, responsible news coveraee and the 
presentation of a broad range of political views have become 
increasingly t h a t e n d .  'Corporate chains now contrcl': nearly ail rad13 
and television stations. Massive budget cutbacks for news departments, 
the dumbing-down af political coverage, and even dangerous demagoguery 
have becomeithe norm in America's mainstream medja. 

Those private interests who support gutting the FCC's media ownership, 
regulations point to new media avenues like cable television and the 
Ititernet. Here; too, however, we find the same handfiil of familiar 
names dominating what information the vast majority of Americans 
receive on a daily basis. The massive telecommunications lobby defends 
repeal of owership regulations as a source of new business 
"efficiencies," yet i t  is the FCC's responsibility to defmd the 
rights of consumers not corporations. 
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A s  part $your 90-day cotnment,period. J am asking you to stand up for 
the free marketplace of ideas supported by a free, diverse and 
independent p s : ;  by supporting and strengtheningciurent limits on 
media owneqhip consolidaiion. 

I also want to urge ynu in the strongest way tp reach out to WdinaJr 
citizens todiear their views, rather than to the well-paid lobbyists 
ofthose who stand to benefit financially from changing the FCC's 



rules. 

I look forward to hearing where you stand on this important issue. 

Sincerely, 
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beptrmhcr 17. 2002 

Chainnm Michael €'owell 
Federal Communications Coinmissicn 
4 5  12th Slice1 SW 
Washmgton. Di' 211553 

Dear FCC Chainiiaii Michael Powvzll, 

I a n i  bviitmg tcl urgt. yliu t u  strengtli\.r iirli IL.IK~I, t h k ~  t f w  rririaining r i i l rs  that prrvcnt near rota1 
concentration ofownership in thr clui:h:; PI .I :iw cvrp.i,i:ions. The cimrnt domiliarion ofthe rndio. 
broadcast and newspaper indusbies I>> o haiiSliil o: L I  I i l ~ ~ . i ~ l i e s  is : ~ l r r a J v  cl.iinayin: our democracy AIrr.ady 
drainalicdly looszned over me past ilc.c:idt. t~-n<r~!?! l~  r:.!ii<~i'm !/i;ii. l1.r w;iinplc. keep a single television 
network from owning stations that I hc~ . i t ! c :~~ i  t I ni.,iL I l i . i i i  35 pzrcent ol ' t l ic natioiis honiss oi 'a sinzle company 
t r ~ i n l  iwning iiiorc than righr radiu s t a t i w s  i n  the y a i n c  inaiket. are ciucially iiiipoi~ant i twe  are to protect 
(w iixion frmn ilir vrry real dangrrs o fnd l : l  mi.nol:clirs. 

As A n i r r d s  Fvunilmg Fithars undarstcd,  P h ~ ,  divrrse :ind vigurous prcss is  a necessary bedrock fhundation 
ILK a fiitiitiinin:. & m ~ x r e c y .  In retirnt d e d e s .  h i n h ~ v e i . ,  rcspunsible. news cwerage and the pressnwtioii of a 
hiodd range uf pd i t i cn l  vieu's hnvc ixcnmr Ii?crcarin& ihreatenrd. Curporate chains ilow control nearly at1 
rndio niid tclwis,on stalioris. Massive budget cutbacks f x  news departments, the dumbmg-down ofpolitical 
coverage. and w c n  dangerous dcrnagoguriy h3 ic  h:,i,~me the noim in America's mainstream media. 

Thosr pri,xite interrtts who suppoit guttuig the FCC's i n e i h  ownership regulations point to new media avenues 
lihr c:ihlz televisicm .ind the Intzmet. H r i c .  too, I I L W O ~ : ~ ~ .  we find the smie handtiil of familiar names 
dumindting what ~niirmation the vast n q u r i l y  of Americans rcceivc on a daily basis. The massive 
tclecomniunications lobby defends repeal of owiicrship regulations as a source of new business "efficiencies." 
yet it IS the F K ' s  responsibility to drtend ihe ridits of consumers not corporations. 

As part of your O(i-day comment period, I a m  asking you to stand #up for the free marketplace of idcas suppored 
by a free, diverse and mdepeiident pcss  by supporting and srirngthening a m e n t  limits on media ownership 
consolidation. 

I also want to urge you in the strongest way tc  reach out to ordinary citizens Lo hear their views, rather 
ihan to the well-paid lobbyists of those w-ho stand to benefit financially from changing lhe FCC's rules. 

I ?  

1 look forward to hearing whrre you stand on this miportant issue 

Sincerely, 
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Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street SW 
Washington, DC 20554 

Dear FCC Chairman Michael Powell: 

I ain writing to urge you to strengthen, not repeal, the few remaining 
rules that prevent near total concentration of ownership in the 
hands of a few corporations. The current domination of the radio, 
broadcast aiid newspaper induslries by only a few companies is 
already liinitiiig our access to iiifnrinaliiin. Alreidy drain:itically loosened over 
the past decade, owrirrship restrictions tlint for euamplc. keep a 
single televlsion network from owiiing stations that broadcast to more 
than 35 percen't of the nation's homes or i i  single company from owning 
more than eight radio slalions in l l ie saitie iiiarket, are crucially 
important i fwe  are to protect our nation horn the very real dangers 
of media monopolies. 

As America's Founders understood, a free, diverse and bigorous 
piess is a necessary bedrock foundation for a functioning democracy. 
In recent decades. howew'i, responsible news coverage and the 
presentation of a broad range of political views have become 
increasiiigly threatened. Corporate chains now control nearly all radio 
and telewsion stations Massive budget cutbacks for news departments, 
the dunibinydown of polikical coverage, and ewn dannerous demagoguery 
haw become tile norm in Amenca's mainstream media. 

Those private interests who support gutting the FCCs media ownership 
regulations point to new media avenues like cable telebision and the 
Internet. Here, too, however, we find the same handful of familiar 
names dominating what information the vast majority of Americans 
receive on a daily basis. The massive telecommunications lobby defenk 
repeal of ownership regulations as a source of new business 
"efficiencies," yet it is the FCCs responsibility to defend the 
rights of consumers not corporations. 

As part of your 9Oday comment period, I am asking you to stand up for 
the free marketplace of ideas supported by a free, diverse and 
independent piess by supporting and strengthening current !imits on 
media ownership consolidation. 

I also want to urge you in the strongest way to reach ot!t to ordinary 
citizens to heal their wews. ralher than to (he well-paid lobbyists 
ottliose who stand to benefit financially from changiiig the FC.Cs 
rules 

I look forward to hearing where you stand on this important issue. 

Sincere,:,, , /  
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642 West 70th Terrace 
Kansas City, MO 64113 
September 23, 2002 

Mr. Michael PowelL, Chairman 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street SW 
Washington, DC 20554 

Dear Chairman Powell, 

I am writing to urge you to strengthen, not repeal, the few remaining rules that protect diversity 
and freedom on speech on the airways. The current domination of the radio, broadcast and 
newspaper industries by a handful of companies is a frightening development. It is already damaging 
our democracy by "standardizing" the information that most Americans see and hear, so that there are 
fcwer and fewer points of view to be heard. .. 

Ownership restrictions are crucially important if we are to protect our nation from the very real dangers 
of media monopolies. These restrictions have already been dramatically loosened over the past decade, 
and the trend simply must stop. If we are to remain a free and informed society, we  must retain 
ownership restrictions that, for example, keep a single television network from owning stations that 
broadcast to more than 35 percent of the nation's homes or a single company from owning more than 
eight radio stations in the same market. 

As America's Founding Fathers understood, a free, diverse and vigorous press is a necessary bedrock 
foundation for a functioning democracy. In recent decades, however, responsible news coverage and the 
presentation of a broad range of poli tic.11 views have become increasingly threatened. Corpnrate chains 
now control nearlv all radio and television stations. Massive budget cutbacks for news dcmrtments, 
the dumbing-down of political coverage, and even dangerous demaeomerv have become the norm in 
America's mainstream media. 

Those private interests who support gutting the FCC's media ownershp regulations point to new media 
avenues like cablc television and the Jnternet. Here, too, however, we find the same handful of familiar 
names dominating what information the vast majority of Americans receive on a daily basis. The 
massive telecommunications lobby defends repeal of ownership regulations as a source of new business 
"efficiencies," yet it is the FCC's responsibility to defend the rights of consumers not corporations. 

As part of your 90-day comment period, 1 am asking you to stand u p  for the free marketplace of ideas 
supported by a free, diverse and independent press by supporting and strengthening current limits on 
media Ownership consolidation. 

1 also want to urge you in the strongest way to reach out to ordinary citizens to hear their views, rather 
than to the well-piid lobbyists of those who .;land to benefit financially fromchanging the FCC's rules. 
Further, I urge you to make a determination which is consistent with the free and democratic snciety our 
fur-cfathers envisicpl~ed. We simply cannot allow large corporations to control the information 
Americans receive. 

I look forward to hearing where you stand on this important issue, 

Sincerely, 





Septeniber 17. 2002 

C'haiiinan Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
MS 12th Street SW 
\Vxshhigton, DC 20554 

Ileal- FCC Chaimian Michael Powell. 

I ani writing to urge you to strengdien, not repeal. the few remaining rules that prevent near total 
coiicentratroii of ownership in die clutches oca few corporatinnc. The current domination of the radio, 
broadcast and newspaper industries by a handful of  companies IS already daiiiaging our democracy. Already 
draiiiatically loosened over the past decade. ownership restrictions h t ,  for rxample. keep a single television 
network from owning stations that broadcast to more than 35 percent of the nation's homes or a shgle company 
fioin cmming more than eight radio stations in the same market, are crucially irirportant ii'we are to protect 
oiir nation from the very real dangers ofmedia monopoiies. 

As America's Foundtng Fathers ondersrosd. a liee. diverse and vi8orous press is a necessary bedrock foundatioii 
for n functionag democracy. In recent decades. however, responsible news coverage and the presentation of a 
hroad range o f  political views have become increasingly threatened. Corporate chaim now control nearly all 
radio 2nd television stations. Massive budget cutbacks for news departments, the dumbing-down of political 
c<,verage. and even dangerous deinagofuery have become the nonn i i l  America's inainslream media. 

Those private interests who support guttuig the FCC's media ownership regulations point to new media avenues 
Ike cable television a id the  Internet. Here. too, however, we find the same handful of familiar names 
dominating what information the vast inn-ioritv ofAmericans receive on a daily basis. The massive 
telecomniunications lobby defends repeal ofownernhip repulntions as a source ofnew business "efficiencies," 
yet it is the FCC's responsibility to delelid the r i p l t s  ofcwisumers not covorations. 

AE part of your 90-day coiiir~~cnt peiiod, I al i i  asking you to sLinJ up for tlie fiee marketplace of ideas supported 
by a free. diverse and bidepaidelit press Oy suppurting aiid strengtlieiiiiig wrreiit limits on media ownership 
c<rnsulirl.itit t i l .  

I a l s o  want to UJFC ? < n ~  III llle strunpest n a y  tu rcacli UUI to ol.dulary cltizens Lo IleU [heir v&s, rauler 
titan to the well-pnitl Iribh?ists of those ~ l i o  sta~id tu beliefit lina~icially fro111 chaliging the FCC's rules. 

I look forward to hewing xliei~e yuu staiid on tills ~ I I ~ I ~ W ~ I L  issue, 

I 
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Cha innan M icluel Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 I ?th strcit sw 
Washmgton, UC ?US54 

Dear FCC Chairman hlichael Powell 

I am u?.iting to urge you 10 strengthen, not repeal, the few remaining rulrs that prevent near total 
concentration of ounership in rhe clnrches of a few corporations. Tho mrrent dminarion of the radio, 
hrgdcdrl and nrwsppcr  industries by a handrul d c t m p n i a  is alrrady darnagiq NIT h > L T d L y  Already 
draiuatically loweiinl over tlic past decade, uwrieiship iesttictioi~s that. foi exaiuple. keep a single rzleuisiw 
network from owning stations that brrcndcast to more rhan 35 pacent oftlie iiatioo's homes or a suigle company 
from owning more than eight radio stations in the same market. are crucially impodant if we are to protect 
our nation from thc vcry rcal dangcrs of mcdm monopolics. 

,\s America's Founding Fathers understood, 3 fiee, diverse and vigorcud press 1s a necessary bedrock foundobon 
for a functioning democracy. In recent decades, hovever, responsible news coverage and (he presentation of a 
broad range of polilical views have become increasingly t luatcned.  Corporate chams now control nearly al l  
radio and te ls i s ion  statims. Massive budge! c u t h c h  for news depanments, the dumbing-doun of p o l i t i d  
coverage, and even dangerous demagoguery have become the norm in America's mainstream media. 

Tli<,sr pri\att: ~ n [ r r r s ~ s  w h o  support gulling the FCr's r n d i a  <i\\.ncrhhip q u l a t i m s  p i n t  10 ncw media P V ~ ~ I U C S  

Ike cable tele\-isiuii and tlir [Iiteiuet Heiz. tu". Iioweva. we fuld Llie sauie hmdful of fainiliar iiaiiws 
doiiiinatmg what infoiniarion die vast niajoiity ofAmericans receive on 3 daily basis. The niassire 
teleconununications lobby defends rrpeal ofonnership regulations as a source of new business '"efficiencies." 
yct it is thc FCC's responsibility to dcfcnd thc righhts of consumcrs not corporations. 

.Zr part of your W d o y  cmnment period, I am asking you to stand up for the free m3rkPtplaie o i  ideas supported 
by a free, diverse and independent press by supporting and strengthening current limlts on media ownership 
cowlidation.  

I also want to nrge you in Qr strongesi way to reach pui to ordmar? citizens to hear their views, nther 
than to rh? well-paid lohbyisrs ofrhcs: who stand IO benefir financially from changing rh- FCC's d e s .  

I Iwk fo1wai.d tu lieaiiiig wlirrc you staid uii this utipoitaiit issue. 

Sincerely. 
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